
Friday July 16, 1926 

TRAGIC DEATH OF ADMIRAL MILLER. 

FATAL MOTOR ACCIDENT 

Rear-Admiral Charles Blois Miller CB., of Brixton Lodge, 
Crowmarsh Battle (Benson), met his death in tragic 
circumstances at Berrick Cross-roads on Wednesday 
afternoon. Unaccompanied, he was driving his motor-car from 
Benson in the direction of Watlington, and at the Berrick 
Cross-roads a collision took place between his car and a 
motor-cycle ridden by Mr. H. Wells, of Roke Marsh. As a result 
of the impact and the sudden pulling up of the car, the 
Admiral received severe blow, although be was not thrown 
out of his seat.  Dr. Birch of Dorchester, was summoned, and 
he, together with P.C. Gray of Benson, removed the Admiral 

 

 

 

Vice-Admiral Miller, who was born in March, 1867, was a son of Sir Alexander Edward Miller, K.C., of 
Bailycastle, Co. Antrim, and was educated at Lockers Park, Hemel Hempstead. He entered the 
Britannia in 1880, and served in his Majesty’s ship Northumberland during the Egyptian Campaign of 
1882, when he received the medal and Bronze Star. He was promoted Commander in 1903, and 
Captain in 1908. He was engaged in the Great War, and for his services at the Battle of Jutland he 
received the Companionship of the Order of the Bath, as well as a number of foreign decorations 
and distinctions.  He was Captain of the Nottingham at the Dogger Bank Action and at the Battle of 
Jutland he “commanded the Nottingham with great skill and gallantry” and was decorated as Officer 
of the Legion of Honour by the French President.  When the Nottingham was sunk by a submarine in 
August, 1916, Admiral, (then Captain) Miller was transferred to the new cruiser, the Glorious.  He 
was promoted to Rear-Admiral in 1920 while commanding officer in the Plymouth Naval area, and in 
1921-2 he was Rear-Admiral of the Reserve Fleet at Rosyth and was placed on the retired List in 
1924.  For some time he was Naval-Aid-de-Camp to the King.  In 1919 he married Elhel Margaret, 
daughter of the late Rt. Hon. John Young.

Admiral Miller was a very familiar and popular figure in Wallingford and district. And threw himself 
whole-heartedly into many of its activities.  He was District Commissioner of the North Chilterns 
Association of the Boy Scouts, and stimulated immense interest in the movement.  Old Comrades’ 
associations and clubs found a warm corner in his heart, whilst he interested himself in everything 
that improved the amenities of village life.  His loss will be keenly felt at Benson, which parish he 
represented on the Board of Guardians and Crowmarsh Rural District Council.   Only on the morning 
before his death he attended a meeting of the Joint Fire Brigade Committee at Wallingford.  The 

to his home.  Dr. G. McMullan, his medical attendant, was also 
sent for, but he died shortly afterwards. The motor-cyclist was 
conveyed by the Wallingford motor ambulance to the 
Cottage Hospital, where he was detained suffering from 
severe cuts and bruises about the head and face. Both the car 
and the motor-cycle were badly damaged.



Admiral looked young for his 59 years; he was a typical man of the sea, and his kindly and genial 
disposition endeared him to all. 

THE INQUEST 

Mr. Cooper, Coroner for South Oxfordshire, sitting with a jury, held the inquest at the residence of 
Mr. R. Vaisey, Preston Crowmarsh, on Thursday evening. 

P.C. Gray, of Benson produced a plan of Berrick Cross-roads end gave certain measurements 
indicating that the deceased’s car was 7ft 6in from the side of the road at the time of the impact, 
whilst the road was l7ft 6in. wide. Two tyres had burst, and the marks showed that the ear travelled 
30 yards after the impact. In his opinion, Mr. H. Wells, who was riding a motor- bicycle, was 
travelling from the direction of Brook street Benson, and met the car practically in the centre of the 
road. 

In reply to Mr. P. C. A. Slade, who represented Mrs. Miller, witness said the Admiral was travelling on 
his proper side of the road. 

Mr. John McNeil Miller, of Brighton, identified the deceased as his brother, whom he last saw alive 
about three weeks ago. 

Alfred Budwell, of Roke, farm labourer, said he was working in a field near Berrick Cross-roads when 
the Admiral passed in his car at about 1220 p.m., and shortly afterwards be heard a loud report, as if 
a tyre had burst. He ran to the cross-roads and saw Harry Wells lying in the centre of the road, and 
his machine about l0ft. away. The Admiral was lying across the left seat of his car and was 
unconscious. Having done all be could for the injured, he sent for the police and Dr. Birch. 

Dr. Birch of Dorchester, said he was at Benson at the time of the accident, and arrived at the spot as 
quickly as he could. He found the Admiral huddled up on the left side of the steering-wheel. He was 
unconscious and showed signs of a fractured skull. Witness conveyed him to his home and 
telephoned for Dr.McMullen. 

Dr. McMullen said that on his arrival he found deceased in bed with a very serious fracture at the 
base of the skull, and he died about three o’clock the same afternoon, without re-gaining 
consciousness. The cause of death was laceration of the brain and hemorrhage. There was evidence 
to show that the Admiral was struck on the head with great force; it was quite possible that Wells’ 
head might have struck him. The present condition Wells was satisfactory, but he seemed to have 
lost his memory, and it was doubtful if he would be able to give evidence on his recovery. 

Alfred Halliday, motor mechanic, Benson said both tyres on the near side of the car had burst, which 
he attributed to something heavy colliding with the car at high speed. There were no signs of the 
hand brake of the car having been used. It was impossible to say whether the foot brake was used or 
not, There were marks on the car indicating that the motor-cycle collided with it. 

The jury agreed that no useful purpose would be served by adjourning the inquest for the 
attendance of the motor-cyclist, and brought in a verdict of death from misadventure in a collision. 

Mr. R. Vasey, foreman of the jury, expressed sympathy with Mrs. Miller in her bereavement. The 
Admiral, he said, was a most kind and considerate neighbour, and was never happier than when he 
was doing somebody a good turn. The Coroner associated himself with these remerks. 

 


